


The Bucket Man 

Well, the ocean currents pushed two large hermit crabs onto 
 the shore.
It wasn’t long before Bob the Bucket Man came along   
 wearing his trademark sun hat. He scooped the crabs up 
 like sweeping dust off the floor.       
                                                                                                              
After doing that, he began whistling and walking. Bob walked  
 as fast as he could. 
He wanted to arrive at the Superstore soon. It wasn’t long until  
 that came true. There he was. There he stood! 

He took a moment and breathed a deep breath. He heard the  
 door slam behind him as he walked right in. 
At the same time, some clerks inside announced, “Bob the  
  Bucket Man is here,” as all of them grinned.
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The clerks ran over to him voicing, “Hurry, Bob. Show us  
 what you have in your bucket! We’re anxious to see   
 what you’ve brought us.”
Bob lifted the bucket onto the counter. When the clerks 
 looked inside, they blurted out, “Oh my gosh, oh my   
 gosh,” as they chuckled.

The head clerk spoke, “Bob, how did you get these? 
 They’re the biggest hermit crabs I’ve ever seen.”
Bob shrugged his shoulders, snickered, and uttered, 
 “Beats me. I was just searching the beach.

Suddenly out of the blue, I spotted a large hermit crab   
 move. 
That wasn’t all. As I looked out of the corner of my eye, 
 I saw that there were two.
                                                  
They were crawling right at the water’s edge. That left 
 me stunned.
Since the tide was coming in so rapidly, there was no time  
 to waste. I’d have to hurry and run.

Run I did! I moved as fast as my shaky legs would go. 
I realized that crabs are second only to the snake for 
 disappearing. I couldn’t lose those crabs, don’t you   
 know?

It freaked me out a little to have to get there so quickly, 
 but I couldn’t quit.
Oh, how exciting it was to scoop them into my bucket when  
 I did.
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Once I had them in my possession, it made my heart   
 content. 
With that wild, tricky encounter ending, I had to get a grip. 

After all that commotion, I felt proud. I smiled, knowing that 
 the large crabs take more effort to find. Then I moved   
 like lightning to get here.
How could I keep myself from hollering, ‘Whoopee;’  
 throwing my hat into the air; and letting out a big   
 cheer?”

The clerks shrieked with laughter over what Bob told them  
 about his unusual experience. 
Once they settled down, the head clerk declared, “C’mon,   
 Bob. Let’s go to the back where the crab cage sits. 
 It’s time to get serious.” 

As they walked, the clerk stated, “You know, Bob, our   
 hermit crabs are given the best of care. 
We appreciate the crabs that you bring us. They’re the   
 happiest crabs in any store anywhere.”
                                                                                                                  
As they arrived at the cage, some customers had gathered 
 to ask questions about the crabs inside.
The cage was completely covered with wire, stood on stilts,  
 and was big and wide.

Bob said hi to everyone as he reached into his bucket.
Then he set the large crabs in the cage. That made the   
 other crabs look like little nuggets. 
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Immediately the customers lit up with delight
As they watched the other crabs move away quickly as if   
 they were on fire. It was an astonishing sight!

Bob had taken good care of the large crabs and felt good as  
 he got ready to leave. 
He felt lucky to have found such big crabs. It was almost   
 hard to believe!

As Bob turned to the clerk to say good-bye, he closed the   
 cage lid. That’s when the crabs heard the click of the   
 lock. 
The hermit crabs were so alarmed at the sound that they   
 nearly jumped out of their skin. Whoops, I mean shells!  
 Boy, oh boy, need I say those crabs were in shock. 

After some time, the crabs no longer felt uptight, and   
 they began looking around. They saw lots of folks close  
 by browsing in the store and saw novelties sitting on the  
 shelves. 
The hermit crabs sat over in a corner where a sign beside   
 their big cage read Hermit Crabs for Sale.

Their eyes are bright and look like eyeballs sitting on stilts. 
Crabs can look in every direction according to their wills.   

As Bob walked to the front of the store to leave, the crowd  
 near the crab cage was getting louder with anticipation.                                                                                                     
They watched some smaller crabs ride piggyback on the two  
 larger crabs. What an attraction!
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The Bucket Man laughed, tipped his hat to say good-bye,   
 and went on his way.
He was pleased to hear the interaction the customers had   
 as the crabs entertained them. Bob told the clerks   
 farewell and said happily, “I’ll bring you more crabs   
 another day.” 

The two large hermit crabs questioned, “Is this where we   
 will stay?” 
They didn’t know what to think about this strange,    
 enormous place.   


